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STATEMENT HEAD OF DELEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KORFA

~ MR. CHAIRMAN

ON BFHALF OF THE DELEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF
KOREA, I WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND MY WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ON YOUR
ELECTION AS CHAIRMAN OF THE ELEVENTH SPECTIAL ANTARCTIC TREATY
CONSULTATIVE MEETING. I AM CONFIDENT THAT, UNDER YOUR WISE GUIDANCE,
THIS MEETING WILL BRING OUR DELTBERATTIONS TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSTON.

T WOULD LIKE TO ALSQ EXPRESS OUR SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THE GOVERNMENT

OF CHILE FOR THE EXCELLENT PREPARATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE FOR THI=
MEETING.

FIRST OF ALL, MAY I ALSO EXTEND A HEARTFELT WELCOME
TO THE GOVERNMENT= OF THE NETHERLANDS AND ECUADOR AS NEW ANTARCTIC
TREATY CONSULTATIVE PARTIES. WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO WORKING CLOSELY
TOGETHER WITH THEM WITHIN THE ANTARCTIC TREATY SYSTEM.

EVER SINCE THE ANTARCTIC TREATY CAME INTO THE
WORLD, THE ANTARCTIC COMMUNITY HAS ENDEAVOURED TO DEMONSTRATE A STRONG
CONCERN FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE ANTARCTIC ENVIRONMENT. OUR
ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES DATE BACK TO EARLY 1960'S. THE THIRD
CONSULTATIVE MEETING IN 1064 HAS ALREADY ADOPTED "AGREED MFASURES FOR

¢ THE CONSERVATION OF ANTARCTIC FAUNA AND FLORA". AT SUBSEQUENT BTENNIAL

MEETINGS, WE HAVE CONTINUED TO DEVELOP ENVIRONMENTAL PRINCIPLES AND
MEASURES TO GUIDE THE PLANNING AND EXECUTION OF QUR ACTIVITIES.

ADDITTONAL MEASURES HAVE TIMPROVED THE SCOPE AND

 EFFECTIVENESS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION, AND THE RECORD OF

COMPLIANCE WITH THESE MEASURES 1S WIDELY ACKNOWLEDGED. IT Is OUR

- BELTEF THAT PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE AND FORETHOUGHT PREFERABLE
. TO AFTER-THOUGHT.

Az IT WAS IN THE PAST, OUR COMMITMENT TO THE

. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION SHOULD REMAIN VTIABLE INTO THE NEXT CENTURY.

IT WILL NEED TO CONTINUE TO EVOLVE AND ADAPT TTSELF TO DEAL WITH NEW
ISSUES AND NEW CIRCUMSTANCES. WITH THIS IN MIND, WE GATHERED HERE.
TODAY, WE ARE NOW TO EXPLORE ALL POSSIBILITIES AND TO EXAMINE ALL
PROPOSALS. AS A BASTS FOR DISCUSSION.  TAKING THIS OPPORTUNITY. 1 WOULD
LIKE TO DELINEATE THE BASIC APPROACH OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA WITH



REGARD TO THE ANTARCTIC ENVIRONMENTAL TSSUES.

TO BEGIN WITH, THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA TS STRONGLY
CcOMMITTED TO THE PRINCIPLE OF THE ANTARCTIC ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION.
ﬂE ARE PREPARED TO ACCEPT THEF FUNDAMENTAL PREMISE UNDERLYING THE
VARIOUS PROPOSALS FOR COMPREHENSIVE MEASURES FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE
' ANTARCTIC ENVIRONMENTAL. THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA BELIEVES THAT THE
PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT SHOULD BE A PRIME CONSIDERATION IN THE
PERFORMANCE OF ALL HUMAN ACTLVITIES IN ANTARCTICA.

THE  REPUBLIC OF KOREA BELIEVES  THAT  THE
' COMPREHENSTVE MEASURE SHOULD BE A LEGALLY BINDING INSTRUMENT UNDER ATHE
ANTARCTIC TREATY, WHICH ENSURES SUBSTANTTAL ACHIEVEMENT.

NEW INTTIATIVES SHOULD NOT CONSTRAIN SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH IN THE ANTARCTIC. THE SCIENTIFIC VALUE OF THE ANTARCTIC CANOT
. BE OVEREMPHASTIZED. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
SHOULD BE HARMONIZED IN A CONSTRUCTIVE MANNER.

MOREOVER, ANY NEW INSTRUMENT SHOULD BE CONSISTENT
WITH OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE ANTARCTIC TREATY SYSTEM. 20 THAT IT DOES NOT
L ALTER OR COMPETE WITH THE EXISTING SYSTEM. IT SHOULD FORM AN INTEGRAL
PART OF THE ANTARCTIC TREATY SYSTEM.

FINALLY, IN VIEW OF THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN AND OTHER ASPECTS OF THE ANTARCTIC TREATY SYSTEM,
\THE TRADITIONAL COOPERATIVE SPIRIRIT OF ANTARCTIC TREATY NEGOTIATIONS
§HOULD NOT BE DAMPENED. IT IS NETITHER NECESSARY NOR DESTRABLE THAT ANY
NEW INSTITUTIONAL BLDY, TO BE ESTABLISHED AS PART OF IT, WOULD HAVE
NPRODUCTIBE IMPACT ON THE EXISTING DECISION-MAKING MECHANISM.

MR. CHAIRMAN

ONE OF THE MAJOR FEATURES OF THE ANTARCTIC TREATY
HAS BEEN ITS ABILITY TO ADJUST AND ACCOMMODATE TO EMERGING CHALLENGES.
T BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE SOUND REASONS TO BE PROUD OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
THE CONSULTATIVE PROCESS OVER THE LAST THREE DECADES. WE HAVE CREATED
A SYSTEM THAT WORKS.

THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA FIRMLY BELIEVES THAT THIS
MEETING COULD OFFER AN OPPORTUNTITY TO REINFORCE OUR EFFORTS TOWARD THE



ROTECTION OF THE ANTARCTIC ENVIRONMENT.
R, CHAIRMAN

WE AGREE THAT THE COMPREHENSIVE PROTECTION OF THE
INTARCTIC ENVIRONMENT IS IMPERATIVE. MY DELEGATION WILL SPARE NO
SFORT TN COLLABORATION WITH OTHER DELEGATES PRESENT AT THIS MEETING TO
A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION AND SEEK FRUITFUL RESULTS ON THE CRITICAL
E OF THE ANTARCTIC ENVIRONMENT.

[HANK YOU



