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Abstract Antarctica 1s the last sighted, the least exploited, and the coldest continent covered with a
huge thickness of 1ce. It comprises about 9% of land surface of the earth. As cold and remote as 1t
is, Antarctica has become one of the few places where substantial international cooperation 1s
fulfilled. Physical environment and resources, living and non - iving , are briefly introduced. Dhifi-
culties 1n carrying out researches and logistics 1n the Antarctic are also briefly outlined .

Korean government launched her first Antarctic activity swmce the first krill - catch and -oceanographic
survey in the Southern Ocean off Enderby Land and Wilkes Land in 1978/1979. The King Sejong
Station, the first Korean Antarctic research station was inaugurated on 17 February, 1988 at the
western tip of the Barton Peninsula (62° 13°S, 58° 45'W ), King George Island, South Shetland
Islands, West Antarctica. Environmental studies of the area around the King Sejong Station have
been carried out by the Korea Ocean Research and Development Institute ( KORDI), Seoul, Korea,
the mamn organizer of the Korea Antarctic Research Program ( KARP ), since the first KARP 1n
1987/838. The Program comprises general oceanographic survey, land and manne geology and geophy-
sics, 1ce core geochemistry, meteorology, upper atmospheric physics using Fabry - Perot 1nterfero-
meter, land plants, land mammals, sea birds, and microbiology.

The research area will be expanded to Bransfield Strait, Weddell Sea, and Antarctic Peninsula and
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mainland Antazctica.

KARP will put emphasis on the environmental sciences and related field of re-

search 1n order to protect the pristine environment of Antarctica, and extend its research fields for

human physiology and material sciences 1n the unique environment of Antarctica.

A few suggestions to extend KARP are recommended .

They 1nclude extension of international coop-

eration, particularly, 1n the field of glaciology and land geophysics, 1increase of research fund,

building of ice - strengthened research vessel,

the mainland Antarctica.

and the establishment of the second research station 1n

In addition, the creation of a committee to support the KARP and the

establishment of a research institute unique for the Polar Science are highly recommended .

Key words Antarctica, KARP, research,
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Table 1.
vironments and resources of Antarctica

Human efforts for the protection of en-
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Table 2. Abbreviated Korean 1involvements 1n
Antarctica
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