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ABSTRACT: The paleoenvironments, biostratigraphy, and geologic age of the two piston core sedi-
ments ( S16 and S15 ) collected from Bransfield Strait, Antarctic, are studied by the micropaleontologi-
cal studies based on diatoms. The results may be summarized as follows: (1).A total of 79 species and
varieties, belongs to 23 genera, and that of 87 species and varieties, belongs to 28 genera, is identified
in core S16 and core S15, respectively. Among them, Thalassiosira antarctica is the most abundant
species, about 25-50%, in core S16 and Nitzschia kerguelensis is also the most abundant species, about
18-38%, in core S15. Except for a few species, the species occurred in the diatom assemblages of two
cores are nearly similar to each other, but the proportion of individual species are different to each
other. (2).The diatom assemblage in this study area are composed mainly of Antarctic and Subantarctic
endemics or indicators and oceanic and neritic species. Biopolaris species and cryophilic or epontic
diatoms are also important. The percentage of reworked diatom frustules due to bottom current activity
are very low (less than 1%) in the sedimentary sequences. These indicate that the sediments were
deposited under cold water and neritic to inner oceanic environments, and can be suggested that the
bottom current activity was not strong and the sedimentary basin was more or less influenced by the
sea ice. (3).Based on the diatom datum levels and biostratigraphic ranges of important taxa, two diatom
Zones are recognized in the sedimentary sequence. The two diatom Zones are Thalassiosira lentigi-
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nosa Partial range Zone and Actinocyclus ingens Partial range Zone. The geological age of these sedi-
mentary sequences ranges from Pleistocene to Holocene.

Key words: Bransfield Strait, diatom, datum level, diatom zones
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Table 1. Localities of pistone cores using in this study.
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Fig. 1. Piston Cores Sites study area

Core Latitude Longitude Water depth Core length
S-16 62°,38,0295" S 59°,09",6341" W 1,500 m 547 cm
$-15 63°,09",0634” S 61°,04",4533" W 1,220 m 577 cm
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Fig. 2. Vertical distribution of selected diatom species in Core S16
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Table 2. Relative frequency of diatom taxa in Core S16

sample No. 1 23 4 5 6 7 & 9 10011 12 13 14 15|16 17 18 19

ecology sample depth(cm) | 5 35 65 95 125|155 180 215 245 275|305 335 365 395 425|455 485 515 535

species 10 40 70 100 130|160 185 220 250 280|310 340 370 400 430|460 490 520 540
Achnanthes brevipes var. M 1 1

angustata
Actinocyclus  actinochillus Mp n|{l8 24 18 23 7| 15 19 12 16 16 10 10 19 13 12}12 13 8 6
A. curvatulus Mplo i 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 3 6|1 1 1
A. ingens Mpn 1 1 1
A. octonarius Mpll |1 2 1
Asteromphalus  parvulus Mplen 1 1 1 1 1 2
A. robus. 45 Mp|n 1
Cocconeis costata Mploj6 7 1 4 7 4 6 8 3 31 6 1 2 3 4] 2 4 8 3
C. Sasciolata 1 1 1 2 11 2 1
C. illustris 1 1
Corethron criophilum Mp|o 8§ 2 6 4 4 1 2 1 1| 2 4 2 1 1 1 4
Coscinodiscus  asterompharus  |Mpin 1 1 1
C. bullatus Mp|o 1
C. furcatus Mp|n 2 1
C. oculus-iridis Mpjo 1 1 1 1 1
C. pyrenoidophorus |M 2] 1
C. stellaris Mp|n 1 1 1 1 1
C. stellaris var. Mpinj2 1 1 2 4 1 3 4 203 3 2 2 313 2 11
symbolophorus

C. tabularis Mplol 1l 1 1 1 1 2 1
C. Sp. 2 i
Delphineis sp. 1
Denticulopsis  hustedtii Mp(n 1 1
D. seminae Mpin 1
D. Spp. 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2
Eucampia balaustium Mp|n 315 1 1 I 1 4 4y 1 2 712 3 1 1
Gomphonema  sp. 21 1 1
Grammatophora arcuata M 1 2 1
G. serpertina 2 1
G. Sp. 1 1 1 1
Licmophora decora 2
Navicula directa Mpj|o 1 I 1 2 1
N. sp. 1 1
Nitzschia angulata Mploj 2 3 4 31 3 1 3 2 57 3 1 3 312 4 1 1
N. barbieri M 1 1
N. curta Mpinil3 13 15 19 1320 14 19 16 6| 13 22 8 14 7)i18 5 11 9
N. cylindrus M pim|3 6 3 9 5, 7 8 8 8 3 4 2 1 5 27 4 4
N. inflatula M 1 1
N. interfrigidaria 1 1
N. kerguelensis Mplo|20 9 8 20 18| 12 11 12 14 11| 8 10 10 22 20[10 19 10 27
N. lanceolata Mploj3 1 2 3 2 3 2 1 3 31 1 1 311 2 1 4
N. lecointei M 1 2 1 1 1| 1
N. lineata M 322 3 337 2 9 8 203 3 5 7 6/ 2 7T 55




Table 2. Continued

H= BAALSHY AFS EHEWS M47| xR 97

sample No. 1 23 4 5 6 7 8 9 10011 12 13 14 15|16 17 18 19
ecology sample depth(cm) | § 35 65 95 125|155 180 215 245 275|305 335 365 395 425|455 485 515 535
species 10 40 70 100 130]160 185 220 250 280}310 340 370 400 430|460 490 520 540
N. obliquecostata  |Mp|en 5 4 4 1 2 1 2 2 2 2 2
N polaris Mp|n 1 1
N. ritscherii Mp| (13 3 6 7 g 7 8 12 100 7 9 7 14 13] 8 8 7 1
N. separanda Mpjo| 2 2 1 31 s t 21 1 1 1 2 2 1
N. sicula var. M 1
rostrate
N. sublineata Mpmn|3 2 3 4 31 4 4 10 10 4 9 9 5 6 1| 5 11 4 5
N. turgidula M 1
N vanheurkii M 2
N. sp. A M 1
N. sp.B M 1
Podosira gracilis Mploj1 2 1 11 3 2 3 1 1 2 1 3
P pseudodenticulata 2 1
Rhizosolenia alata f.inermis 1 3] 1 3 1 2 1 2 2 2 1
R hebetata f. 1 1 1 1 1 1
bidens
R hebetata f. Mplo 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
hiemalis
R setigera Mp 1
R styliformis Mpijo|5 725 6 29| 11 13 18 8 5/ 18 15 1 9 5| 4 11 11
R sp. 1 1 1
Rouxia antarctica M 1 1
Schimperiella  antarctica Mp|n 2 1 1 1 3 1
Stellarima microtrias M 2 1
S. stellaris M 3 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1
Synedra Sp. 1
Thalassiosira anguste-lineata 1 1 3
I antarctica Mpeni75 80 73 75 57( 70 71 50 56 96| 83 80 104 68 70|85 8 85 55
T decipiens Mp|l 1 1 1
T eccentrica Mpll 1 1 1 1 1
T gracilis Mpen(13 5 3 4 31 4 8 3 3 511 2 4 6 6/ 5 6 211
T gravida 1 1 1
T lentiginosa Mplo|7 9 6 6 5 3 5 3 10 6/ 5 4 10 9 11| 7 13 11 5
T lineata Mp 1 1
T ritscherei 1 2
T trifulta Mp 1
T turmida Mp
Thalassiothrix  longissima Mpjo|3 3 1 3 31 3 2 4 3 6/ 2 3 3 3 5 4 2 710
Trinacria excavata 1
Genus and species Indet. 2 3 1 21 2 2 2 3 1 2 1 21
Total 200200200 200 200200 200 200 200 200|200 200 200 200 200|200 200 200 200
Relative Diatom densities 202525 25 20(13 20 20 20 20{20 1.7 20 17 1717 20 20 11

*: M; marine species, p; planktonic species, b; benthonic species, n; neritic species, 0; oceanic species, en; eurychoric neritic species, ,l;

littoral to sublittoral species
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Fig. 3. Vertical distribution of selected diatom species in Core S15
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Table 3. Relative frequency of diatom taxa in Core S15

EMEUe M47| FER 99

sampleNo. [ 1 2 3 4 5/ 6 7 8 9 10/ 11 12 13 14 15|16 17 18 19 20
ecology sample depth(cm) | 5 35 65 95 125|155 185 215 245 275|305 335 365 395 425|455 485 515 545 570
species 10 40 70 100 130160 190 220 250 280310 340 370 400 430|460 490 520 550 575
Achnanthes brevipes var. M 1 1 1 1 1
angustata
A. sp. i
Actinocyclus  actinochillus Mpnf53 6 8 46 9 5 7 3/ 4 5 5 6 56 3 3 5 4
A curvatulus Mplo[2 2 6 1 1 1 3 8 2 2 12 1 3 33
A ingens M pn 1 1 1 1
A octonarius M 2 1
Amphora ovalis M|l 1 1
Asteromphalus hookeri M pin 1 1 1
A parvulus Mpeni 1 1 1 3 4} 3 1 1 4 1 2 2y 2 4 3 3 4
A. robustus M p|n 1 1 1
Bacteriosira  fragilis M 2
Biddulphia  punctata M 1 1
Chaetoceros  bulbosum M 1 2 1
Cocconeis californica 1 1
C. costata Mploj5 1 3 5 215 5 2 2 33 3 2 5 31 2 3 21
C. fasciolata M 1 1 1 2 2
C. illustris 1
C. schuettii 1 1 1
Corethron criophilum M pjo 111 1 1 1 2] 1 1 3
Coscinodiscus bullatus M plo| 1 I 1 1 I
C. furcatus M 1
C. marginatus M pjo 11
C. oculus-iridis M plo 1 2
C. pyrenoidophorus  |Mj 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
C. stellaris M p|n 1 1 1
C. stellaris var. M pin 21 1 201 3 2 3 2 3 4 4 111 2 3 12
symbolophorus
C. tabularis M p|o 1211 2 11 1 1 1 1
C. sp. 1 1 1
Denticulopsis seminae M p|n 11 1 2 1 1
D. spp. M 12 2 11 2 2 3 2 1 2 11
Eucampia balaustium Mpn| 3 7 4 514 2 1 3 4 2 3 4 211 1010 6 2
Gomphonema  intricatum 1 1
G. sp. 1 1 1
Grammatophora arcuata M 1 1 1
Hyadodiscus  scoticus 1
H sp. 1
Licmophora  decora 1
L sp. 1
Melosira sp. 2 2 1
Navicula directa Mplo| 1 1 1 1
N. sp.
Nitzschia angulata Mplo| 515 8 5 4/ 6 3 8 1 20 6 5 1 2 10| 2 3 5 4 4
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Table 3. Continued

sample No. 123 4 56 7 8 9 101 12 13 14 15/16 17 18 19 20
ecology sample depth(cm) | 535 65 95 125(155 185 215 245 275|305 335 365 395 425[455 485 515 545 570
species 10 40 70 100 130]160 190 220 250 280|310 340 370 400 430)460 490 520 550 575
N, barbieri M 1
N. curta Mpn{1016 14 14 17| 9 10 15 2 8 7 7 320 3] 4 7 7 31
N. cylindrus M p|n 1 2 6/ 2 3 5 3 32 2 33 1 3 3 4
N. frustulum M
N. inflatula M 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
N. kerguelensis w pio[7072 50 43 50| 65 45 68 62 54| 60 62 52 50 53| 57 53 44 37 34
N. lanceolata Mplo|7 6 7 4 4 7 3 4 3 3] 4 5 3 2 203 2 3 21
N. lacointei M 1
N. lineata M 4 21 2 4 2 5 4 1| 2 2 2
N. obliquecostata Mplenf 2 2 3 2 1| 1 1] 3 3 1 1 1 3 1 41
N. polaris Nq pin 1
N. pseudonana 1
N. ritscheri Mpjn] 71312 10 18} 14 8 19 9 13|10 18 10 10 13 9 11 8 1515
N. separanda Mpjo|3 35 2 22 1 2 4 1 2100 2 8 5 4 6
N. sicula var. M 1
rostrata
N. sublineata Nﬂ p|n 14 2 13 3 3 2 21 2 31 22 1 3 3
N. sp. A 1 1 5 3 11 4 2 1 4 1 1
N. sp.B 1 1
Podosira gracilis M p|o| 4 3 21 4 1 21 2 1 3 2 1
P pseudodenticulata 1 3 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1
P. sp. 1
Rhizosolenia  alata f. inermis M i 1 11 1
R hebetata £. bidens  |M 3 1 1 1 3
R hebetata f. Mploj1 2 3 1 2 1 2 3 3 2 3 1p 2 2 2 2
hiemalis
R styliformis Mopjo| 5 5 9 703 I 6 14 21| 5 12 31 8 12|14 16 13 34 4
R. sp. 1 1
Schimperiella antarctica Mpin| 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 3] 1 1 1
S. oliverana M 1
Stellarima stellaris M 1 1 2 12
Stephanopyxis spp. M 1 1 1
Synedra kerguelensis M 1
S. Spp. 1 1 1
Thalassiosira  anguste-lineata 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
T antarctica M plen|18 12 35 47 27|23 57 18 20 23} 30 33 35 31 36|30 31 33 3243
T decipiens M b|1 1 1 1
T eccentrica Mi pil 1 I 2
T gracilis Moplenj20 16 10 16 9{ 13 14 11 15 11|24 8 4 13 13117 10 16 6 30
T hyaline M 1
T kryophila M p[n 1 2
T lentiginosus Moplo/13 1 3 3 8 14 5 4 10 1311 8 8 7 7|14 7 5 4 6
T lineata M p(n| 1 1 1 1 1
T oestrupii Mpin 1 1 1 2 1
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Table 3. Continued

Ul ®47] F=EF 101

sampleNo. 11 2 3 4 5| 6

7 8 9 10011 12 13 14 15|16 17 18 19 20

53565

\ ecology

sample depth(cm)

95 125|155 185 215 245 275

305 335 365 395 425455 485 515 545 570

10 40 70 100 130{160 190 220 250 280 (310 340 370 400 430460 490 520 550 575

species
T trifulta Mp 1 2 1
T turmida Mp|l |1 1 1 1 1 1
T. sp. 1 1 1 1 1 1
Thalassiothrix longissima Mplo]82 4 1 6/ 4 5 3 7 6, 3 3 3 4 6 3 7 4 96
Trycheneis  aspera M bl 1
Genus and specis Indet. 2 1 1 3 313 2 5 2 6 4 5 6
TOTAL 1200200200 200 200 {200 200 200 200 200{200 200 200 200 200|200 200 200 200200
Relative Diatom Denstity 01720 17 17{13 13 20 20 20|17 13 12 20 1.7{20 1.7 20 2013

*M: marine species, p: planktonic species, b: benthonic species, I: littoral species, n: neritic species, o: oceanic species, en: eurychoric neritic

species
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Table 4. Composite list of Pleistocene diatom events and ages from prior studies

Datums Age(Ma) References
T Hemidiscus karstenii 0.195 Burckle er.al (1987)
T Actinocyclus ingens 0.62 Ciesielski (1983)
T Thalassiosira elliptipora 0.65 Ciesielski (1983)
B Thalassiosira elliptipora 1.55-1.75 Baldauf and Barron(1991)
B Thalassiosira gracilis 22 Harwood et.al (1992)
B Nitzschia kerguelensis 2.7 McCollum (1975)
B Actinocyclus actinochillus 2.2-2.5 Gersonde and Burckle(1990)
B Nitzschia curta 35 Harwood ez.al (1992)
B Thalassiosira lentiginosa 3.8 Harwood et.al (1992)
B Thalassiosira oestrupii 5.1-53 Burckle et.al (1978)
B Hemidiscus karstenii 8.7

*: T; last appearance datum level, B; first appearance datum level
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Fig. 5. Biostratigraphic ranges of stratigraphically important diatoms, and diatom biostratigraphic subdivisions in the

sedimentary sequence
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EXPLANATION OF PLATES

Plate 1 (Scale Bar: 20 )

Fig
Fig
Fig

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

Pla

Fig

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

. 1. Actinocyclus actinochillus (Ehrenberg) Simonsen, $16-2, 35-45cm
. 2. Actinocyclus curvatulus Jan. in A. Schmidt, S16-11, 305-310cm
. 3. Asterompharus palvulus Karsten, S16-1, 5-10cm

4. Thalassiosira lentiginosa (Janisch) Fryxell, S15-6, 155-160cm
5. Thalassiosira antarctica Comber, S16-2, 35-40cm

6. Coscinodiscus oculus-iridis Ehrenberg, S16-3, 65-75cm

7. Thalassiosira lineata Jouse, S15-3, 65-70cm

8. Schimperiella antarctica Karsten, S15-15, 425-430cm

9. Corethron criophilum Castracane, S15-5, 125-130cm

10. Eucafnpia balaustium Castracane, S16-3, 65-70cm

11. Cocconeis costata Gregory, S15-4, 95-100cm

12. Cocconeis costata Gregory, S16-2, 35-40cm

13. Cocconeis fasciolata (Ehrenberg) Brown, S15-9, 245-250cm

te 2 (Scale Bar: 20 w)

. 1. Actinocyclus octonarius Ehrenberg, S16-1, 5-10cm

2. Coscinodiscus furcatus Karsten 7, S16-7, 180-185cm

3. Thalassiosira lentiginosa (Janisch) Fryxell, S15-6, 155-160cm

4, Thalassiothrix longissima Cleve and Grunow, S15-1, 5-10cm (brocken specimen)
5. Coscinodiscus furcatus Karsten, S15-4, 95-100cm

6. Schimperiella antarctica Karsten, S15-5, 125-130cm(isolated connecting band)
7. Corethron criophilum Castracane, S16-4, 95-100cm

8. Thalassiosira antarctica Comber, S16-10, 275-280cm

9. Thalassiosira gracilis (Karsten) Hustedt, S16-14, 395-400cm

10. Eucampia balaustium Castracane, S16-3, 65-70cm

11. Thalassiosira antarctica Comber, S16-19, 535-540cm

12. Rhizosolenia hebetata f. bidens Heiden, S16-3, 275-280cm

13. Nitzschia sublineata Hasle, S15-3, 65-70cm

Plate 3 (Scale Bar: 20 w)

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

1. Cocconeis costata var. kerguelensis (Petit) Cleve, S15-6, 155-160cm
2. Nitzschia ritscheri (Hustedt) Hasle, S15-4, 95-100cm

3. Nitzschia ritscheri (Hustedt) Hasle, S16-1, 5-10cm

4. Nitzschia ritscheri (Hustedt) Hasle, S15-17, 485-490cm

5. Nitzschia obliquecostata (Van Heurck) Hasle, S15-1, 5-10cm

6. Nitzschia obliquecostata (Van Heurck) Hasle, S15-11, 305-310cm
7. Amphora sp.(= A. ovalis 7), S15-4, 95-100cm

8. Nitzschia kerguelensis (O’Meara) Hasle, S15-3, 65-70cm

9. Nitzschia kerguelensis (O’Meara) Hasle, S15-20, 570-575cm

10. Nitzschia kerguelensis (O’Meara) Hasle, S16-5, 125-130cm

11. Nitzschia kerguelensis (O’ Meara) Hasle, S15-18, 515-520cm

12, Nitzschia kerguelensis (O’Meara) Hasle, S16-9, 245-250cm

13. Grammatophora serpentina (Ralfs) Ehrenberg, S16-7, 180-185cm
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Fig. 14. Nitzschia sublineata Hasle, S16-8, 215-220cm

Fig. 15. Cocconeis costata Gregory, S16-8, 215-220cm

Fig. 16. Nitzschia sublineata Hasle, S15-3, 65-70cm

Fig. 17. Nitzschia separanda (Hustedt) Hasle, S15-15, 425-430cm

Fig. 18. Nitzschia lineata (Castracene) Hasle, S15-3, 65-70cm

Fig. 19. Nitzschia curta (Van Heurck) Hasle, S16-2, 35-40cm

Fig. 20. Nitzschia angulata (O’Meara) Hasle, S16-4, 95-100cm

Fig. 21. Nitzschia separanda (Hustedt) Hasle, S16-8, 215-220cm

Fig. 22, Nitzschia curta (Van Heurk) Hasle, S16-8, 215-220cm

Fig. 23. Nitzschia cylindrus (Grunow) Hasle, S16-4, 95-100cm

Fig. 24. Nitzschia obliquecostata (Van Heurck) Hasle, S16-6, 155-160cm
Fig. 25. Nitzschia obliquecostata (Van Heurck) Hasle, S15-11, 305-310cm
Fig. 26. Nitzschia obliquecostata (Van Heurck) Hasle, S15-3, 65-70cm
Fig. 27. Nitzschia curta (Van Heurck) Hasle, S15-4, 95-100cm

Fig. 28. Rhizosolenia styliformis Brightwell, S16-3, 65-70cm

Fig. 29. Rhizosolenia styliformis Brightwell, S16-5, 125-130cm
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