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MITOGENOME ANNOUNCEMENT

The complete mitogenome of the Antarctic moss Bartramia patens Brid

Sung Mi Choa, Mi Young Byuna, Hyoungseok Leea,b, Hyun Parka,b and Jungeun Leea,b

aUnit of Polar Genomics, Korea Polar Research Institute, Incheon, South Korea; bDepartment of Polar Sciences, Korea University of Science
and Technology, Incheon, South Korea

ABSTRACT
The complete mitogenome (106,827bp) of the Antarctic moss Bartramia patens Brid. (Bartramiaceae)
was analyzed. It consists of 40 protein-coding genes, 3 ribosomal RNAs, and 24 transfer RNAs. The
phylogenetic tree based on the combined amino acids sequences of 32 mitochondrial genes showed
B. patens to have a sister relationship with B. pomiformis. The size of the mitochondrial genome of B.
patens was 629bp larger than that of B. pomiformis due to the expansion of the intronic region. This
phenomenon is very characteristic and requires more comparative studies with the mitogenomes of
other bryophytes.
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Antarctic moss is valuable for research in physiological, bio-
chemical, and evolutionary aspects, but the mitogenomes
have rarely been reported in Antarctic mosses (Yoon et al.
2016). Several species of Bartramiaceae (Bartramiales) grow in
diverse habitats, and this family is considered as one of the
poikilohydric groups (Vitt 1984). Initial studies of mitoge-
nomes in genus Bartramia have been performed in
B. pomiformis distributed in North America (Liu et al. 2014).
Here, we report the mitogenome of Antarctic B. patens
mainly distributed in Southern Hemisphere including
Australia, New Zealand, South America and Antarctica
(Matteri 1984, 1985; Streimann and Curnow 1989).

Moss samples were collected from a 3� 3 cm patch of
Bartramia patens population in the vicinity of the Korean
King Sejong Antarctic Station (62�1402900S; 58�4401800W), on
the Barton Peninsula of King George Island, in January 2014.
The specimen of B. patens was deposited into KOPRI
Herbarium (KOPRI-MO00225, accessible to https://kvh.kopri.re.
kr). Total genomic DNA was prepared from two growth
patches of B. patens using TruSeq DNA sample preparation
kits (Illumina, San Diego, CA, USA) and sequenced by
Illumina MiSeq in a paired-end mode (2� 300bp) (Illumina,
USA). A total of 90,597 reads were used for de novo assembly
of CLC Genomics Workbench V7.5 (CLC bio, Aarhus,
Denmark). BLAST search, annotation and RNA verification
were performed as previously described (Yoon et al. 2016).

A total of 106,827 bp of B. patens mitogenome was obtained
(NCBI accession ID: MK690472). It consists of 40 protein-
coding genes, 3 ribosomal RNAs (rRNAs), and 24 transfer
RNAs (tRNAs). The mitogenome structure and gene order
were congruent with those of other Bryophyta. The phylo-
genetic analyses of B. patens was carried out using MAFFT
version 7 for amino acids sequences of 32 genes (8094 amino
acids in length) derived from 25 Bryophytes and 3
Marchantiophyta species accessible from the public DB
(Katoh and Standley 2013). Multiple alignments were per-
formed in maximum likelihood (ML) tree inferred with
JTTþGþ Iþ F model (lnL¼ –42,822.6621) selected by the
Bayesian Information Criterion (BIC) score in MEGA7 (Kumar
et al. 2016). ML and neighbor-joining (NJ) trees were con-
structed in MEGA7, and the tree topology was drawn in
the ML tree (Figure 1). The bootstrap values of ML and NJ
were presented on the branches (above 80 and 50, respect-
ively). Bartramia patens formed a sister relationship with B.
pomiformis phylogenetically. Bartramiales made a clade
with Bryales, Splachnales, Orthotrichales, and Hypnales.
Interestingly, the mitogenome size of B. patens was 629 bp
larger than that of B. pomiformis, resulting from the expan-
sion of 689 bp of the genic regions (60 bp of exonic, 629 bp
of intronic) and reduction of 60 bp of the intergenic regions.
The expansion of intronic region was often found in mitoge-
nomes. Thus, future comparative studies of mitogenomes
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between B. patens and other species would give an insight
on the evolution of bryophytes.
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Figure 1. Maximum likelihood (ML) tree inferred from amino acids of 32 mitochondrial genes with JTTþGþIþ F parameters in MEGA7. Bootstrap analyses were
conducted in ML and NJ with 1000 replicates and it was showed on branches above 80 of ML and 50 of NJ tree, respectively. Bartramia patens has a sister relation-
ship with B. pomiformis which is distributed in North America than in Southern Hemisphere.
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