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A joint resolution directing the US to initiate international
discussions and take necessary steps with other Nations to
negotiate an agreement for managing migratory and
transboundary fish stocks in the Arctic Ocean
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Declaration concerning the prevention of unregulated
high seas fishing in the Central Arctic Ocean
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The United States is grateful for the preliminary ideas for deepening Arctic marine
cooperation that were offered in the course of our discussions yesterday, which we think
were quite useful for focusing our discussions. In the same spirit of offering a concept
for discussion, the United States proposes that the Task Force explore the merits of an
“Arctic Marine Commission” along the following lines:
® The Commission’s mandate could derive from the four strategic objectives of the
Arctic Marine Strategic Plan 2015-2025 .
¢ Based on Task Force discussions to date, which have emphasized the shared value
we attach to deepening Arctic regional cooperation, involving Arctic peoples at all
stages, and strengthening the Arctic Council, the Commission:
o Could be established within the Arctic Council;
o Comprise representatives of the eight Arctic States and six Permanent
Participants.
¢ Commissioners could be officials with expertise in, and authority for the marine
management functions in their respective States.
© Recognizing that marine science and management functions frequently
span ministries, we would anticipate that Commissioners would
likewise serve a coordinating function among those ministries within
their respective States on Commission matters.

We see such a commission structure within the Arctic Council as a way of enhancing the

practical effectiveness of Arctic Council Working Groups, rather than a replacement.

e In particular, a commission could fill a crucial role in connecting science to policy
and coordinating regional implementation of the marine-related policy
recommendations generated by Arctic Council Working Groups.

e A Commission might likewise offer strategic direction on marine issues cutting

across the mandates of multiple Working Groups.

A Commission might also have a role in obtaining scientific inputs of interest to one

or more Working Groups.

While we believe a commission structure along these lines would substantially enhance
our marine cooperation, the structure could be added to over time, to address needs as
they arise.

e For example, the Arctic States could decide to bolster the commission’s coordinating
role by negotiating and concluding a legally-binding framework for area-based
management measures in high seas areas.

The structure could likewise be employed to convene and/or support occasional
meetings at the marine management ministerial level as proposed yesterday, as the

need arises.
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