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h i g h l i g h t s

< For the first time, optical properties of biogenic pollen were retrieved by lidar.
< Pollen particles were only detected during daytime within the PBL.
< Pollen particles result in the increase of aerosol optical depth.
< Pollen particles decrease the Ångström exponent of aerosol during pollen periods.
< The contribution of biogenic pollen to the total aerosol optical depth was 2e34%.
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a b s t r a c t

For the first time, optical properties of biogenic pollen, i.e., backscatter coefficients and depolarization
ratios at 532 nm were retrieved by lidar observations. The extinction coefficient was derived with the
assumption of possible values of the extinction-to-backscatter (lidar) ratio. We investigate the effect of
the pollen on the optical properties of the observed atmospheric aerosols by comparing lidar and sun/sky
radiometer measurements carried out at the lidar site. The observations were made with a depolariza-
tion lidar at the Gwangju Institute of Science & Technology (GIST) in Gwangju, Korea (35.13!N, 126.50!E)
during an intensive observational period that lasted from 5 to 7 May 2009. The pollen concentration was
measured with a Burkard trap sampler at the roof top of the Gwangju Bohoon hospital which is located
1 km away from the lidar site. During the observation period, high pollen concentrations of 1360, 2696,
and 1952 m"3 day"1 were measured on 5, 6, and 7 May, respectively. A high lidar depolarization ratio
caused by biogenic pollen was only detected during daytime within the planetary boundary layer which
was at 1.5e2.0 km height above ground during the observational period. The contribution of biogenic
pollen to the total backscatter coefficient was estimated from the particle depolarization ratio.
Average hourly values of pollen optical depth were retrieved by integrating the pollen extinction
coefficients. We find average values of 0.062 # 0.037, 0.041 # 0.028 and 0.067 # 0.036 at 532 nm on
5, 6, and 7 May, respectively. The contribution of pollen optical depth to total aerosol optical depth
was 2e34%. The sun/sky radiometer data show that biogenic pollen can affect optical properties of
atmospheric aerosol by increasing aerosol optical depth and decreasing the Ångström exponent
during daytime during the season of high pollen emission.

! 2012 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Airborne pollen is a form of biogenic air pollution and is
recognized as one of the major agents of allergy-related diseases

such as asthma, rhinitis, and atopic eczema (Esch and Bush, 2003).
These negative effects of airborne pollen on human health are
increasing due to the impact of climate change on biota (Beggs,
2004; D’Amato and Cecchi, 2008; Shea et al., 2008). The onset of
pollen transport and the duration of pollen emission in the air
during the year may change due to temperature changes that in
turn can cause a change in the time when plants grow (Frei, 1998;
Teranishi et al., 2000). The intensity of pollen transport and
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changing patterns of pollen transport may be caused by changes in
main wind directions. Precipitation events may reduce the
concentration of pollen in the atmosphere as a result of wash-out of
pollen in the planetary boundary layer (PBL). The type of pollen can
change, too, as the type of trees and grass that grow in various
regions may change due to changing weather and climate condi-
tions, which in turn may cause allergic reactions in human beings
previously not exposed to specific types of pollen (D’Amato et al.,
2007). For these reasons, there has been a growing interest in
research of pollen in recent years.

Studies on pollen have started in the United States and Europe
already in the 1960s. Niklas (1985) investigated pollen emission
mechanisms. Potter and Cadman (2006) studied the relationship
between pollen and allergic diseases. Other research dealt with
the seasonal and regional dispersion of pollen (Damialis et al.,
2005; Stach et al., 2007; Vázquez et al., 2003). Hjelmroos
(1992), Mandrioli et al. (1984), Raynor et al. (1975) and Sofiev
et al. (2006) studied the diffusion and long/short range trans-
port of pollen on the basis of computer simulations. Raynor et al.
(1974) investigated the transport and dispersion of pollen and the
vertical distribution of pollen concentrations from their source
regions along their transport path using an aircraft-mounted
isokinetic sampler.

Pollen is injected into the air during the pollination period and
can act as environmental pollutant by decreasing the visibility
through scattering of sun light. One effect of the scattering of sun
light by suspended airborne pollen is a corona that becomes
visible around the sun. Parviainen et al. (1994) reported that
coronas with a regular vertically-oriented elliptical shape were
observed only on days with high pollen counts. Volz (1993)
observed that the intensity of the corona increased during high
pollen concentration in the atmosphere. Tränkle and Mielke
(1994) showed with simulations that coronas may even be used
as a simple indicator of the existence and the concentration of
pollen because the shape of the corona is strongly correlated with
the shape of the pollen.

Pollen can be an important source of natural aerosol pollution in
the atmosphere during certain times of the year and specific
regions on the globe, and can have considerable influence on the
light scattering in the atmosphere during that time. However, there
is only little literature available regarding the optical properties of
pollen. Only Sassen (2008) reported on measurements of pollen in
the lower atmosphere over Fairbanks (64.86!N, 147.84!W), Alaska.
He found that tree pollen can generate a strong depolarization of
laser-light emitted by a polarization lidar at 694 nm. Noh et al.
(2012b) reports on the vertical distribution of pollen observed
with lidar and the diffusion of pollen resulting from diurnal vari-
ations of the meteorological conditions (temperature, relative
humidity, and wind speed).

In this contribution we report for the first time on pollen
backscatter coefficients which were obtained by separating the
pollen backscatter coefficients from the total aerosol backscatter
coefficients using the lidar depolarization technique (Sakai et al.,
2003; Sassen, 1977; Shimizu et al., 2004). The pollen-induced
optical depth was inferred from the pollen backscatter coefficient,
too. In addition, we investigated the effect of the observed pollen
on some optical properties of the total atmospheric aerosols by
comparing the results from our lidar observations to sun/sky
radiometer measurements carried out at the lidar site.

Section 2 describes the instruments used in this study: pollen
sampler, lidar and sun/sky radiometer, and the retrieval method of
pollen optical depth. Section 3 presents the pollen optical depth.
Section 4 discusses the effect of the pollen on optical properties
of atmospheric aerosols. Section 5 contains the summary and
conclusions.

2. Measurement and methodology

2.1. Pollen sampling

The pollen concentration was measured by the Burkard 7-Day
Recording Volumetric Spore Sampler at the roof top of the
Gwangju Bohoon hospital at an elevation of 216 m above sea level
(asl). The building is located 1 km away from the lidar site. The
spore sampler is normally used to monitor and analyze airborne
biological particles. The performance of the standard spore sampler
model is similar to the trap described by Hirst (1952). The Burkard
trap sucks about 10 L of air per minute through a narrow, horizontal
slit at the front of the sampling device. Behind the slit, inside the
trap, a rotating drum is mounted. A sticky tape covers the drum, so
that particles which are carried with the air through the slit stick to
the tape. The effect of wind speed on the sampling efficiency is not
known with high accuracy (Faegri et al., 1989). The sampling effi-
ciency decreases for particle less than 5 mm in diameter (Willeke
and Macher, 1999).

2.2. Depolarization lidar (DPL) system

The vertical distribution of the pollen was observed with the
depolarization lidar system (DPL) of KOPRI (Korea Polar Research
Institute) at the Gwangju Institute of Science & Technology (GIST)
Gwangju, Korea (35.13!N,126.50!E) at an elevation of 53m asl from
5 to 7 May 2009. The DPL allowed us to measure vertical profiles of
the linear volume (aerosolþmolecule) depolarization ratio and the
volume aerosol backscatter coefficient at 532 nm. The volume
depolarization ratio is useful for identifying non-spherical particles,
as for example mineral dust particles and biogenic pollen.

The light source of the DPL is a pulsed Nd:YAG laser that emits
pulses at 532 nm wavelength with a power of 170 mJ. The pulse
repetition rate is 30 Hz. The laser beam is expanded 5-fold using
a beam expander which reduces the laser beam divergence to less
than 0.2 mrad. The system has a coaxial configuration between
receiver telescope and the laser beam. The backscattered light is
collectedwith an 8 inch SchmidteCassegrain telescope. A polarizing
beam splitter cube is used to separate the backscattered laser beam
into its parallel and cross-polarized components. These two polar-
ized beams are detected byphotomultiplier tubes (PMT)which then
transform the light pulses into electronic signals in the data acqui-
sition system. An analog to digital converter (ADC) is used to digitize
the output from the PMTs. The sampling rate is 60 MHz. Each
measurement cycle consists of 3600 laser shots (2min) that are used
to produce vertical profiles with 2.5 m vertical resolution.

The linear volume depolarization ratio (d) at 532 nm is obtained
by taking the ratio of the total backscatter signals (from aerosols
and molecules) that are linearly polarized with respect to the plane
of polarization of the emitted laser to the total backscatter signals.
In this paper we define d as

d ¼ Ps
Pp þ Ps

: (1)

The terms Pp and Ps are the backscatter signal intensities with
respect to the parallel and the perpendicular plane of polarization
of the outgoing laser beam. However, the total depolarization ratio
depends on the concentration of aerosol particles. It decreases with
decreasing aerosol particle concentration, as the depolarization
effect from the molecules increases.

In order to estimate the contribution of the pollen to the total
backscatter signals, the particle depolarization ratio (dp) is more
appropriate. dp is estimated from the scattering ratio. We apply the
equation used by Sakai et al. (2003):
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dpðzÞ ¼
dðzÞRðzÞ " dmðzÞ

RðzÞ " 1
: (2)

The term d(z) is the linear volume depolarization ratio at an
altitude z. The expression dm describes the molecular depolariza-
tion ratio. We use 0.0049 in our study, see Sakai et al. (2003). R(z) is
the height-dependent scattering ratio. This scattering ratio can be
written as (ba(z) þ bm(z))/bm(z). The expression ba(z) describes the
backscatter coefficient of the aerosol particles, and bm(z) describes
the backscatter coefficient of the atmospheric molecules at
altitude z.

The contribution ratio (RN(z)) of the non-spherical particle
backscattering coefficient to the total backscattering coefficient is
calculated with Eq. (3) based on the method suggested by Shimizu
et al. (2004). Shimizu et al. (2004) assume that there are only two
aerosol types, i.e. non-spherical and spherical particles in an air
mass. The authors furthermore assume that these two aerosol types
are externally mixed. In this case, RN can be expressed as

RNðzÞ ¼
!
dpðzÞ " d2

"
ð1þ d1Þ

ðd1 " d2Þ
!
1þ dpðzÞ

" : (3)

One part of dp describes the contribution by the non-spherical
particles and another part of dp describes the contribution by the
spherical particles, so we denote these two parts as d1 and d2,
respectively, for the external mixture. This ratio is sensitive to the
selection of the values of d1 and d2. The values of d1 and d2 can be
empirically determined from lidar measurements. There are no
measurements of depolarization ratios of pollen, therefore we
assumed that the depolarization ratio is the same as that of mineral
dust. We use for d1 and d2 the values 0.34 (pure dust) and 0.03
(urban haze), respectively, which follow from our previous long-

term lidar measurements (Noh et al., 2007, 2008, 2012a); note
that similar values for the depolarization ratio were also measured
for pure Saharan dust observed during the Saharan Mineral Dust
Experiment (SAMUM) (Ansmann et al., 2011).

RN from Eq. (3) can be caused by pollen and/or other non-
spherical particles. In order to retrieve the contribution ratio of
pollen (RP) we need to remove the contribution by non-spherical
particles other than that by pollen. RP was retrieved by subtract-
ing the contribution ratio of the non-spherical particles (Ra), which
is measured during the pollen-free time at 07:00 local time (LT), see
Section 3, Fig. 1(b), from the contribution ratio (RN) according to
Eq. (4):

RPðzÞ ¼ RNðzÞ " RaðzÞ (4)

Finally, the pollen backscatter coefficient (bP) was calculated by
multiplying the aerosol backscatter coefficient (ba) by RP, i.e.,

bPðzÞ ¼ RPðzÞbaðzÞ (5)

The algorithm of Klett (1981, 1985) was used to retrieve the
aerosol extinction and backscatter coefficients, respectively. In this
method, the extinction-to-backscatter ratio (lidar ratio) has to be
assumed. The lidar ratio was assumed height independent in our
data analysis.

The pollen extinction coefficient was retrieved by multiplying
bP by the lidar ratio. However, there are no published values of the
lidar ratio of biogenic pollen. The lidar ratio depends on many
factors, such as the laser wavelength, the aerosol chemical
composition, particle size distribution, and the aerosol index of
refraction (Kovalev et al., 2004).

In our study we assumed a lidar ratio of 50 sr at 532 nm to
retrieve the aerosol extinction coefficient (Murayama et al., 2001).

Fig. 1. Microphotographs of pollen grain observed in this study: (a) pine, (b) quercus, (c) betula, (d) juniper. Average size of pine, quercus, betula and juniper is 45e85, 28e38, 21e
25, 20e30 mm, respectively.
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A similar value can be taken as average lidar ratio for aerosol
pollution in spring in our area, as shown by Noh et al. (2008).
Highly polluted (light-absorbing) aerosols may show lidar ratios as
high as 50e80 sr at 532 nm (e.g., Müller et al., 2007; Noh et al.,
2011).

Cloud and marine particles are large, and correspondingly they
have a small lidar ratio of around 20 sr (Ansmann et al., 2001, 1992;
Doherty et al., 1999; Franke et al., 2001; Groß et al., 2011) at visible
wavelengths.

Regarding the lidar ratio of pollenwe assumed that it has values
between that of clouds and moderately polluted particles (low
light-absorption). We assumed a value between 35 and 45 sr to
retrieve the pollen extinction coefficient. In this assumptionwe also
considered that the particle lidar ratio decreases with increasing
particles size (Kovalev et al., 2004).

2.3. AERONET sun/sky radiometer

Column-integrated spectral aerosol measurements were made
with the polarized version of the CIMEL 318-1 Sun/sky radiometer
(Holben et al., 1998) at the same site at which we carried out the
lidar measurements. Aerosol optical depth (sa.s) and the Ångström
exponent (a) were retrieved using the AERONET algorithm
(Dubovik and King, 2000). We analyzed the relationship between
the pollen concentration (measured at ground) and the variation of
aerosol optical depth. Detailed information on the cloud-screening
and data-retrieval processes can be found in Dubovik and King
(2000) and Smirnov et al. (2000). In our study we use level 2.0
data which can be downloaded from the AERONET site (http://
aeronet.gsfc.nasa.gov).

3. Pollen optical depth

Table 1 shows the total and daily sorted pollen concentrations
measured from 5 to 7 May 2009. A high pollen concentration
between 1360 and 2696 m"3 day"1 was observed during these
three measurement days. The average concentration of pollen
during the three days was 2002 m"3 day"1. Fig. 1 shows micro-
photographs of four major pollen species. Pine pollen which
accounts for the highest concentration of pollen counted during the
observation period shows an irregular shape due to the air blad-
ders. Quercus pollen is almost triangular in shape.

Fig. 2 shows the vertical profiles of the aerosol backscatter
coefficients (a) and the total volume depolarization ratio (b)
measured by the DPL during the period of high pollen concentra-
tion. Fig. 2(a) shows that backscatter coefficients above
6 Mm"1 sr"1 (at 532 nm) were continuously detected up to the top
height of the PBL. The top height of the PBL varied between 1.5 and
2.0 km during the observational period. However, the variation of
the linear volume depolarization ratio shows a different behavior
than the variation of the backscatter coefficient.

Linear volume depolarization ratios less than 0.06 were
observed during the night from 19:00 to 09:00 local time during all
three nights. Linear volume depolarization ratios above 0.1 were
only detected during daytime between 09:00 and 18:00 LT.
Furthermore, this high linear volume depolarization ratio was only

observed near the surface (200 m height above ground) around
09:00 LT. The altitude to which these high depolarization ratios
were found increased gradually with time and reached the top of
the PBL between 12:00 and 14:00 LT. After that time, the maximum
height at which these depolarization ratios were detected gradually
decreased again. This phenomenon repeated during the three days
of lidar observations. We conclude that this pattern of the changing
depolarization ratio from low to high values with height during
daytime was induced by the increase of the concentration of non-
spherical pollen particles in the atmosphere. Details can be found
in Noh et al. (2012b).

Fig. 3 shows hourly values of the total aerosol backscatter
coefficient and the pollen-only backscatter coefficient calculated
from Eqs. (3e5). The results are given for the time from 09:00 to
17:00 LT on 5, 6, and 7 May 2009. The pollen backscatter coefficient
gradually increases with time and reaches its maximum around
noon time. Themaximum altitude of significant values of the pollen
backscatter coefficient is at 1.8 km at that time. This pattern of the
backscatter coefficient indicates that pollen particles that are
released from trees into the air can be dispersed within the plan-
etary boundary layer by the effect of small scale convection,
updrafts and downdrafts in the urban PBL and gravity if proper
meteorological conditions like high temperature and wind speed
and low relative humidity prevail Noh et al. (2012b).

Fig. 4 shows hourly-averaged aerosol optical depth (sa), and
pollen optical depth (sP) at 532 nm from 5 to 7 May. sa and sP are
calculated by integrating the extinction coefficients of the total
aerosol load and the contribution from the pollen, respectively. For
that purpose we multiplied the backscatter coefficients shown in
Fig. 2(a) with lidar ratios of 50 sr for the aerosols. Lidar ratios
between 35 and 45 sr were used to retrieve the extinction coeffi-
cients of pollen, respectively. sP was calculated by integrating the
average values of the pollen extinction coefficients according to the
different lidar ratios.

Table 1
Pollen concentrations during the intensive observation period.

Date
(2009 May)

Total
(# m"3)

Pine
(# m"3)

Quercus
(# m"3)

Betula
(# m"3)

Juniper
(# m"3)

Etc
(# m"3)

5th 1360 582 96 0 0 682
6th 2696 1086 253 1 6 1350
7th 1952 868 100 4 4 976
Average 2002 845 150 1.7 3.3 1003

Fig. 2. Contour plots of backscatter coefficient (a) and linear volume depolarization
ratio (b) measured by the depolarization lidar system from May 5 (00:00 LT) to May 7
(24:00 LT) 2009.
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sa shows high values between 0.4 and 0.6 on 5 and 6 May
whereas relatively low values of 0.2e0.3 were measured on 7 May.
sP shows the same diurnal pattern which can also be seen for the
volume depolarization ratio, see Fig. 2(b). sP increases gradually
during the daytime and then reaches its maximumvalue of 0.14 and
0.10 on 5 and 6 May, respectively, at 13:00 LT. Values around 0.10
were observed from 11:00 to 15:00 LT on 7 May.

Average values of hourly sP were 0.062 # 0.037, 0.041 # 0.028,
and 0.067 # 0.036 on 5, 6, and 7 May, respectively. These values do

not show a significant correlation with the pollen concentrations
(see Table 1) measured on each day. The highest pollen concen-
tration of 2696 m"3 was counted on 6May. At that time a low value
of 0.041#0.028was recorded for sP. On the contrary, a high value of
sP was measured during comparably low pollen concentrations of
1360 m"3 on 5 May.

sP was derived from the lidar measurements which contain
information on the vertical distribution of the pollen in the atmo-
sphere. In contrast, the pollen concentration in the study of the
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Korea Meteorological Administration (KMA) only describes the
variations of the pollen concentration near the surface. We assume
that the variation of sP was affected by other parameters that did
not affect the concentrations measured on the surface.

The release, dispersal and transport of pollen are influenced by
several meteorological factors, such as rainfall, air temperature,
relative humidity, and wind speed (Adams-Groom et al., 2002; Alba
et al., 2000; Bartková-!Scevková, 2003; Gilissen, 1977; Gioulekas
et al., 2003; Vázquez et al., 2003). Bartková-!S!cevková (2003) and
Norris-Hill and Emberlin (1991) reported that daily temperature
and relative humidity are significant factors that influence the
release of pollen grains in the atmosphere. Niklas (1985) reported
that relative humidity influences not only the extent to which
individual pollen grains dehydrate, but also the extent to which
pollen is released, thereby affecting airborne pollen concentrations.
Durham (1943) also reported that low humidity conditions affect
the diffusion of pollen in the atmosphere by decreasing the specific
gravity of pollen grains which thus influences their ability to settle
to the ground, which may in turn lead to higher optical depths
compared to more humid conditions. Latorre and Caccavari (2009)
showed that there is a significant positive correlation with
temperature and wind speed and a negative correlation with
relative humidity of the total pollen concentration.

Fig. 5 shows hourly values of the variation of wind speed, rela-
tive humidity, and temperature from 00:00 LT on 5 May to 24:00 LT
on 7 May. During these 3 days, the hourly-averaged maximum
temperature was reached between 12:00 and 14:00 LT, whereas
relative humidity reached its minimum. Wind speed showed
a similar pattern like the variation of temperature, i.e. the
maximum around noon and the minimum at night time. Alba et al.

(2000), Jato et al. (2000), Käpylä (1984) and Bartková-!S!cevková
(2003) found that the temperature, the duration of the sunshine,
and the wind speed positively affect the concentration of pollen,
i.e., lead to an increase of the pollen concentration. Alternatively,
rainfall and humidity during pollination periods tend to decrease
pollen concentrations. In the present study, when temperature and
humidity met these pollen-releasing conditions, pollen concen-
tration increased, as shown in Fig. 3, thereby inducing depolariza-
tion scattering by the non-spherical shapes of pollen (Noh et al.,
2012b).

Wind-pollinated plants can produce millions of pollen grains
each year if favorable meteorological conditions are met. However,
most of the pollen grains injected into the air will settle close to
their sources, respectively, and only a few will be diffused over
longer distances. Gregory (1978) reports that only about 10% of the
total number of pollen grains can be diffused over larger distances.
Although temperature and relative humidity strongly affect pollen
release, wind speed can be considered as the most dominant
parameter that has direct influence on the diffusion of pollen in the
atmosphere.

A positive dependence on temperature and a negative depen-
dence on relative humidity of the pollen optical depth can be seen
in Fig. 6 (red lines). The correlation itself however is negligible,
which in part may be the result of our sparse data set and the
uncertainties involved in our data analysis. Temperature and rela-
tive humidity also show similar maximum and minimum values
around noon time during the 3 days regardless of the time of
maximum pollen optical depth. In contrast, average wind speed
varied from 3.5 to 2.1 to 3.1 m s"1 on 5, 6, and 7 May, respectively,
see Fig. 5. The variations of wind speed match the variation of sP as
shown in Fig. 4(b). We also find a positive correlation of pollen
optical depth with wind speed.

Fig. 7 shows the relationship between wind speed and pollen
optical depth. The correlation coefficient is 0.5 when we consider
all data collected during the 3 observation days. The highest pollen
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optical depth of 0.142 was measured when the maximum wind
speed of 7.9 m s"1 was recorded at 13:00 LT on 5 May.

We can estimate the minimum and maximum pollen optical
depth from the prevailing wind speed. We find a rather broad
variation of pollen optical depth for wind speeds as high as of
3 m s"1. The comparably strong correlation of 0.5 is mainly caused
by the data points that include wind speeds above 4 m s"1. We note
that our data base is certainly too sparse to allow for a generaliza-
tion of the relationship between pollen optical depth and wind
speed, in particular as we have no information on the concentration
of the investigated pollen at their sources and no information on
the urban climate. The latter point would call for detailed micro-
meteorological studies for which we do not have the appropriate
measurement instruments. Nevertheless this plot shows a possible
scenario of pollen optical depth in dependence of wind speed.

4. Influence of pollen on the variation of optical properties of
aerosols

The variation of some aerosol optical properties induced by
pollen was investigated by comparing lidar data and sun/sky radi-
ometer data. Fig. 8 shows hourly variations of aerosol optical depth
sa.s at 440 nm and the Ångström exponent a (440e870 nm wave-
length range) measured by sun/sky radiometer during the same

period the lidar measurements were carried out. The variation of
sa.s shows a similar pattern like the lidar-derived sa, see Fig. 4(a). sa.s
varied from 0.4 to 0.6 on 5 and 6 May and between 0.2 and 0.3 on 7
May. a varied between 1.1 and 1.4. Lower values than the average
values were observed between 10:00 and 14:00 LT on each day.
During that time we found a relatively high sP which indicates
a high pollen concentration during this time.

Fig. 9 shows the diurnal variability of sa.s and ameasured by sun/
sky radiometer in terms of change of the hourly mean values (given
in percent). We separated the data into the pollen period (5, 6, 7
May), and the spring period in which no pollen and no Asian dust
were recorded. This period refers to the time frame between March
and May 2009. There are virtually no changes of sa.s during the
spring period during daytime. The increasing trend is clearly seen
during the pollen period that occurred between 10:00 and 13:00 LT,
see Fig. 8(b). The pattern of increasing sa.s during midday is
consistent with the variability of pollen optical depth, as shown in
Fig. 4(b).

There are comparably small changes of the diurnal variation of
a in spring, see Fig. 8(a). However, a decreased during the pollen
period while sa.s increased during this same period. It means that
the concentration of particles of large size increased during that
time. The size of pollen is in the range of 20e100 mm which is
usually significantly larger than the size of most other
atmospheric aerosols, except for dust, which may reach similar

(a) (b)

Fig. 6. Correlation plots of pollen optical depth versus temperature (a) and versus relative humidity (b).

Fig. 7. Dependence of pollen optical depth onwind speed. The dashed lines denote the
possible minimum and maximum pollen optical depth for given wind speed.

(a)

(b)

Fig. 8. Aerosol optical depth at 440 nm (a) and Ångström exponent between 440 and
870 nm (b) measured by sun/sky radiometer.
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size, but transport distance and the duration such large dust grains
remain airborne is restricted by sedimentation processes and wind
speed. We believe that the meteorological situation favored the
emission of a large amount of pollen particles which lead to an
increase of sa.s and the decrease of a.

5. Conclusions

For the first time, several optical properties, i.e. backscatter
coefficients, extinction coefficients and optical depth of biogenic
pollen were retrieved by lidar measurements. The variation of
aerosol optical properties by pollen in the atmosphere was also
investigated by comparing lidar and sun/sky radiometer data.

The average hourly-values of sP retrieved from the depolariza-
tion lidar were 0.036 # 0.021, 0.021 # 0.013, and 0.019 # 0.008 at
532 nm, when the pollen concentration was 1360, 2696, and
1952 m"3 on 5, 6, and 7 May 2009, respectively. The ratio of pollen
optical depth to total aerosol optical depth was 2e34%. The highest
ratio was observed around noon time on each day. We find a posi-
tive correlation between sP and wind speed. Pollen particles were
mainly detected during daytime, which resulted in the increase of
aerosol optical depth and the decrease of the Ångström exponent.

From these results, we conclude that pollen can act as one
important natural source of atmospheric particles during periods
of strong pollen emission. We assume that there are strong pollen
emissions in the boreal areas of the northern hemisphere (Alaska,
Canada, and Siberia) during the onset of the growth season in
spring, which may have significant effects on atmospheric optical
properties. Although our observations certainly reflect only
a minor part of the overall large-scale effect of pollen during the
growth season, the results point to the significance of pollen
emissions. It may be useful to investigate in the future vertical
profiles of heating rates exerted by pollen during the growth
season in these areas.

The diurnal pattern of pollen optical depth that we found in this
study can serve as useful information to estimate the effect of
pollen to total aerosol optical properties retrieved by space-borne
sensors such as the Cloud-Aerosol Lidar and Infrared Pathfinder
Satellite Observations (CALIPSO), as well as passive sensors which
do not have any aerosol model of pollen in their data analysis
algorithms. Also, the information about the diurnal pattern and the
vertical distribution of pollen can be helpful in protecting public
health on the basis of a higher accuracy of pollen forecasts in urban
areas.
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