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ABSTRACT We describe here an efficient /n vitro propagation method of Silene acaulis subsp. arctica (Caryo-
phyllaceae), one of the higher arctic angiosperms, through the multiple shoot regeneration after callus induction
from the radicle. The seeds of S. acaulis subsp. arctica collected from Svalbard, the Norwegian Arctic, were
germinated and calli were induced from the radicle on solid MS media supplemented with 0.25 mg/L 2,4-D and
1 mg/L GAs at both 10=1TC ind 23+=1C Two weeks after callus induction, the multiple shoots were efficiently
regenerated on the MS media supplemented with 0.25 mg/L BA and 0.05- mg/L NAA. The total biomass
increment of regenerated shoots increased most efficiently of S. acaulis subsp. arctica was showed the maxi-
mum efficiency in at 23=1C »n 1/2 MS salt strength. The multiple regenerated plantlets of S. acaulis subsp.
arctica were grown to normal plants on soil.
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Table 1. Effect of growth regulators on callus induction of
Silene acaulis subsp. arctica cultured on MS solid medium.

(Ervwih. sepilators (gl Callus induction index

a)

2,4-D GA; (0-3)

0.5 0

1.0 0
0.10

1.5 1

2.0 1

0.5 1

1.0 1
0.15

1.5 2

2.0 1

0.5 2

1.0 4
0.25

1.5 4

2.0 3

90; non-induced, 1; 1-25%, 2; 26-50%, 3; 51-75%, 4; 75-100%
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Figure 1. Multiple shoots regeneration from seedling-derived callus of S. acaulis subsp. arctica on 1/2 MS medium supplemented
with 0.25 mg/L BA and 0.05 mg/L NAA at 23+1C of culture temperature. a, callus from radicle; b and c, early stage shoots
induction from callus; d, regenerated multiple shoot from callus; e, acclimatized plants potted in soil.
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Table 2. Effect of growth regulators on biomass increment of
regenerated multiple shoots from calli of S. acaulis subsp.
arctica radicle in half-strength MS medium.

Biomass increment”

Growth regulators (mg/L) (g fresh weight/plant)

BA NAA 10£1°C 231
0.05 - 1.06+0.42
0.10 0.10 - 1.75+0.83
0.15 2.09+0.47 2.88+0.84
0.20 1.98+0.52 3.06+0.91
0.05 2.34+0.74 3.32+0.72
025 0.10 1.90+0.55 3.20+0.61
0.15 1.64+0.34 3.12+0.70
0.20 1.52+0.23 1.79+0.66
0.05 1.74+£0.44 1.55+0.78
0.50 0.10 0.51+0.51 -
0.15 0.80+0.71 -
0.20 - -

“Fresh weight after 6 weeks of culture. Fresh weight of
initiating calli, 0.3+0.1 g
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Figure 2. Different growth patterns of multiple shoots of S. acaulis subsp. arctica. The shoots were cultured on 1/2 MS media
supplemented with 0.25 mg/L BA and 0.05 mg/L NAA for 6 weeks. a, Multiple shoots cultured at 10£1°C b, Multiple shoots

cultured at 23+1TC
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Figure 3. Comparison of the shoot biomass increment of S.
acaulis subsp. arctica by different salt strength of MS media
cultured at 23+1C
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Figure 4. Comparison of the shoot biomass increment of S.
acaulis subsp. arctica by different cultivation temperature. The
shoots were cultured on 1/2 MS media supplemented with 0.25
mg/L BA and 0.05 mg/L NAA.
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